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Antibiotic use in children 

• Antibiotics = most common medications prescribed to children

• Acute respiratory tract infections account for >70%
• sometimes warrant antibiotics

• ear, sinus, throat infections
• never warrant antibiotics

• colds, bronchiolitis, acute bronchitis

• About half are inappropriate
• no drug, wrong drug, too many days





Racial Differences in Antibiotic Prescribing by 
Primary Care Pediatricians

• > 200,000 patients
• > 60,000 Black patients
• > 600,000 visits
• > 200 clinicians



Racial and Ethnic Differences in 
Antibiotic Use for Viral Illness in 
Emergency Departments



Telemedicine

Virtual care should achieve:
• safety and effectiveness that is comparable to traditional care
• improve efficiency without increasing costs
• respect patient preferences and values without exacerbating 

health care disparities
• accessing virtual care requires internet access, a smartphone or 

computer, digital literacy, and health insurance



Association Between Antibiotic Prescribing for 
Respiratory Tract Infections and Patient Satisfaction 
in Direct-to-Consumer Telemedicine



Antibiotic Prescribing During Pediatric 
Direct-to-Consumer Telemedicine Visits





Thank you!

gerberj@chop.edu
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