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General Surveillance System Considerations 

Quantification Versus Signal Detection 

Active Surveillance Versus Passive Surveillance (Voluntary Reporting) 

Actual Harms/Injuries Versus Potential Problems/Medication Errors 



Considerations Specific to ADE Surveillance 

Adverse “Drug” Events 

and

Medication Use/Drug Denominators 



Severity 

Setting 

Scope 

Timeliness 

Prevention Patterns 
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Figure 5

Figure 5.  Strengths and Limitations of Federal Systems That Conduct ADE Surveillance [12] 
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Refine and improve existing national systems 

Opportunities for Clinical Setting Surveillance 



Role of Federal Agencies That Provide Direct Patient Care 
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